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Harbor Freight Opens Advanced Research and Development Lab in Piedmont, South Carolina 

New facility strengthens Harbor Freight’s leadership in power tools and outdoor equipment while driving 

future growth 

 

CALABASAS, Calif., Dec. 3, 2025 — Harbor Freight today celebrated the official opening of its new 

research and development (R&D) lab in Piedmont, South Carolina — a major milestone in the company’s 

commitment to quality, innovation and customer value. 

 

The state-of-the-art facility will serve as a hub for advanced product testing, engineering and quality 

assurance, enabling Harbor Freight to accelerate innovation and deliver even greater performance and 

reliability across its product lines. Equipped with cutting-edge technology, the lab will support current 

categories such as power tools, generators and power stations, while paving the way for expansion into 

outdoor power equipment, power tool accessories and corded tools. 

 

The new facility employs approximately 20 associates, with the capacity to expand in the coming months 

and years ahead. It replaces an existing facility in the area with a smaller footprint and capabilities and 

complements Harbor Freight’s existing presence at its headquarters in Calabasas, California. 

 

"This new Product R&D Lab is more than an investment in infrastructure — it’s an investment in our 

people, our customers and our future," said Allan Mutchnik, President of Harbor Freight. "This state-of-the-

art facility will give the exceptionally talented team that works here the ability to innovate faster and test 

more rigorously. It will help Harbor Freight develop the next generation of tools for professional 

technicians and contractors that will offer the performance, features and durability they demand at prices 

that are truly disruptive." 

 

The Piedmont lab will foster collaboration across engineering, QA, operations, and global sourcing teams, 

creating an environment designed for precision and continuous improvement. This investment 

strengthens Harbor Freight’s leadership in generators and supports its rapid growth in cordless power 

tools and outdoor power equipment. 

 

"Our Product Development team plays a critical role in ensuring every tool we develop meets the highest 

standards," said Jason Sprong, EVP Product Development, Quality and Global Sourcing. "This R&D lab 

gives our incredible team the tools and technology to do that better than ever before." 

 

The opening of the Piedmont R&D Lab underscores Harbor Freight’s ongoing commitment to innovation 

and its mission to provide professional-grade tools at unbeatable prices. 

 

About Harbor Freight 
Starting in 1977 as a Southern California based mail order business, family-owned Harbor Freight has 
become America’s leading tool store, offering unbeatable value to over 75 million professional and 
DIY customers. The company has assembled a dream team of engineers and experts from across the 
tool industry to develop an incredibly wide assortment of tools offered exclusively at Harbor Freight that 
deliver the same quality and performance as leading competitors but at a fraction of the price. With over 
1,600 stores nationwide, Harbor Freight is one of America’s fastest growing retailers.  
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Harbor Freight puts people first — its customers and its more than 26,000 associates nationwide. The 
company has been certified as a Great Place to Work™ for three straight years and recognized 
by Forbes® as one of the best companies to work for in retail, one of the best employers for veterans, and 
one of the best retail employers for women. 
 
Follow the company on Facebook, X, TikTok, Instagram and YouTube. 
 

https://www.facebook.com/harborfreight/
https://x.com/harborfreight
https://www.tiktok.com/@harborfreight
https://www.instagram.com/harborfreight/
https://www.youtube.com/harborfreight

